
“Holy, Holy, Wholly.”

Read I Peter 1:13-2:3:

Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober, set your hope on the grace to be
brought to you when Jesus Christ is revealed at his coming. As obedient children,
do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. But just as
he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written: “Be holy,
because I am holy.” Since you call on a Father who judges each person’s work
impartially, live out your time as foreigners here in reverent fear. For you know that it
was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from
the empty way of life handed down to you from your ancestors, but with the
precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. He was chosen before
the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last times for your sake. Through
him you believe in God, who raised him from the dead and glorified him, and so your
faith and hope are in God. Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the
truth so that you have sincere love for each other, love one another deeply, from the
heart. For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable,
through the living and enduring word of God. For, “All people are like grass, and all
their glory is like the flowers of the field; the grass withers and the flowers fall, but
the word of the Lord endures forever.” And this is the word that was preached to
you. (Isaiah 40). Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy,
envy, and slander of every kind. Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so
that by it you may grow up in your salvation, now that you have tasted that the Lord
is good.

Listen for the covenantal language (blood, lamb without blemish, purified yourself). This is
Leviticus language! Leviticus 11:44-45, 19:2, 21:8, and 20:22-26 all use the phrase “be holy
for I am holy”.

Chris then read Hebrews 10:19-22

Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy
Place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way opened for us through the
curtain, that is, his body, and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let
us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith
brings, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and
having our bodies washed with pure water.

I Peter and Hebrews 10 both point us back to the Holy of Holies in the Temple (and
tabernacle).



This is your challenge for this week. Print out Leviticus 16 and grab a highlighter.
Highlight every bit of language that you see points to Jesus in some way, using
these passages from I Peter and Hebrews 10 to help you draw the connections.

Leviticus 16:

The LORD spoke to Moses after the death of the two sons of Aaron who died when they
approached the LORD. The LORD said to Moses: “Tell your brother Aaron that he is not to
come whenever he chooses into the Most Holy Place behind the curtain in front of the
atonement cover on the ark, or else he will die. For I will appear in the cloud over the
atonement cover. “This is how Aaron is to enter the Most Holy Place: He must first bring a
young bull for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt offering. He is to put on the sacred linen
tunic, with linen undergarments next to his body; he is to tie the linen sash around him and
put on the linen turban. These are sacred garments; so he must bathe himself with water
before he puts them on. From the Israelite community he is to take two male goats for a sin
offering and a ram for a burnt offering. “Aaron is to offer the bull for his own sin offering to
make atonement for himself and his household. Then he is to take the two goats and
present them before the LORD at the entrance to the tent of meeting. He is to cast lots for
the two goats—one lot for the LORD and the other for the scapegoat. Aaron shall bring the
goat whose lot falls to the LORD and sacrifice it for a sin offering. But the goat chosen by
lot as the scapegoat shall be presented alive before the LORD to be used for making
atonement by sending it into the wilderness as a scapegoat. “Aaron shall bring the bull for
his own sin offering to make atonement for himself and his household, and he is to
slaughter the bull for his own sin offering. He is to take a censer full of burning coals from
the altar before the LORD and two handfuls of finely ground fragrant incense and take
them behind the curtain. He is to put the incense on the fire before the LORD, and the
smoke of the incense will conceal the atonement cover above the tablets of the covenant
law, so that he will not die. He is to take some of the bull’s blood and with his finger sprinkle
it on the front of the atonement cover; then he shall sprinkle some of it with his finger seven
times before the atonement cover. “He shall then slaughter the goat for the sin offering for
the people and take its blood behind the curtain and do with it as he did with the bull’s
blood: He shall sprinkle it on the atonement cover and in front of it. In this way he will make
atonement for the Most Holy Place because of the uncleanness and rebellion of the
Israelites, whatever their sins have been. He is to do the same for the tent of meeting,
which is among them in the midst of their uncleanness. No one is to be in the tent of
meeting from the time Aaron goes in to make atonement in the Most Holy Place until he
comes out, having made atonement for himself, his household and the whole community of
Israel. “Then he shall come out to the altar that is before the LORD and make atonement
for it. He shall take some of the bull’s blood and some of the goat’s blood and put it on all
the horns of the altar. He shall sprinkle some of the blood on it with his finger seven times
to cleanse it and to consecrate it from the uncleanness of the Israelites. “When Aaron has



finished making atonement for the Most Holy Place, the tent of meeting and the altar, he
shall bring forward the live goat. He is to lay both hands on the head of the live goat and
confess over it all the wickedness and rebellion of the Israelites—all their sins—and put
them on the goat’s head. He shall send the goat away into the wilderness in the care of
someone appointed for the task. The goat will carry on itself all their sins to a remote place;
and the man shall release it in the wilderness. “Then Aaron is to go into the tent of meeting
and take off the linen garments he put on before he entered the Most Holy Place, and he is
to leave them there. He shall bathe himself with water in the sanctuary area and put on his
regular garments. Then he shall come out and sacrifice the burnt offering for himself and
the burnt offering for the people, to make atonement for himself and for the people. He
shall also burn the fat of the sin offering on the altar. “The man who releases the goat as a
scapegoat must wash his clothes and bathe himself with water; afterward he may come
into the camp. The bull and the goat for the sin offerings, whose blood was brought into the
Most Holy Place to make atonement, must be taken outside the camp; their hides, flesh
and intestines are to be burned up. The man who burns them must wash his clothes and
bathe himself with water; afterward he may come into the camp. “This is to be a lasting
ordinance for you: On the tenth day of the seventh month you must deny yourselves and
not do any work—whether native-born or a foreigner residing among you—because on this
day atonement will be made for you, to cleanse you. Then, before the LORD, you will be
clean from all your sins. It is a day of sabbath rest, and you must deny yourselves; it is a
lasting ordinance. The priest who is anointed and ordained to succeed his father as high
priest is to make atonement. He is to put on the sacred linen garments and make
atonement for the Most Holy Place, for the tent of meeting and the altar, and for the priests
and all the members of the community. “This is to be a lasting ordinance for you:
Atonement is to be made once a year for all the sins of the Israelites.” And it was done, as
the LORD commanded Moses.

Chris closed with Mark 15:37-38:

With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last. The curtain of the temple was torn in two
from top to bottom.

What if the torn veil of the Temple is less about increasing our access to God, and
more about increasing God’s presence in creation?

What if it’s less about us breaking into His presence and more about God breaking
out into all creation through us?


